
ANNUAL
REPORT
S

ep
te

m
b

er
 2

0
2

4
 -

A
u

g
u

st
 2

0
2

5
E
D
IT
IO

N



2



CONTENTS
M e s s a g e s  f r o m  D i r e c t o r  &  E m p l o y a b i l i t y  L e a d  
S p o t l i g h t  o n  o u r  S t u d e n t s
O u r  E x t e r n a l  S u p e r v i s o r s
L a w  C l i n i c  5  A n n i v e r s a r yt h

A w a r d s  &  E v e n t s
S t a t i s t i c s  f o r  t h e  Y e a r
P a r o l e  C l i n i c  -  H M P  T h e  M o u n t
S c h o o l  T a s k i n g  &  G r e e n  C r i m e s
O u r  J u s t i c e  B u s  a t  w o r k
D e a n ’ s  A w a r d s
E v e n t s  w i t h  H e r t f o r d s h i r e  L a w  S o c i e t y
A l u m n i  A c h i e v e m e n t s
W h a t ’ s  N e x t ?

4
5
7
9

1 0
1 2
1 3
1 4
1 5
1 6
1 7
1 8
1 9

3



A MESSAGE FROM
OUR CLINIC DIRECTOR
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AMANDA THURSTON
Director of Clinic

I t  i s  h a rd  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  L a w  C l i n i c  i s
n o w  f i v e  y e a r s  o l d .  O v e r  t h i s  t i m e,  t h e  t e a m
h a s  c o n t i n u e d  t o  e x p a n d  t h e  r a n g e  o f
p ro j e c t s  o n  o f f e r,  c re a t i n g  e v e n  m o re
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  o u r  s t u d e n t s  t o
d e m o n s t r a t e  t h e i r  o u t s t a n d i n g  s k i l l s ,  w h i l e
e n s u r i n g  t h a t  w e  re m a i n  c o m m i t t e d  t o
s u p p o r t i n g  t h o s e  m o s t  i n  n e e d  w i t h i n  o u r
c o m m u n i t y.
T h i s  y e a r ’s  h i g h l i g h t s  i n c l u d e  t h e  Pr i s o n
C l i n i c  b e i n g  H i g h l y  C o m m e n d e d  a t  t h e
n a t i o n a l  L a w Wo r k s  a w a rd s  a n d  t h e
s u c c e s s f u l  l a u n c h  o f  t h e  H e r t s  D u t y
S o l i c i t o r  S c h e m e,  d e l i v e re d  i n  p a r t n e r s h i p
w i t h  t h e  l o c a l  Fa m i l y  J u s t i c e  B o a rd .
 

INTRODUCING OUR
EMPLOYABLITY LEAD

LAUREN MCGILVRAY
Employability Lead for the
School of Law & Education

This year, Amanda and I have worked closely
with our team to ensure that students clearly
understand the link between the projects
and activities they volunteer for and their
future employability. Our aim is for students
to develop relevant, practical skills through
experiential learning, helping them build
stand-out CVs and giving them plenty to
showcase in interviews.
In March, we hosted the School’s largest
recruitment fair to date, providing students
with the opportunity to connect with a wide
range of potential employers. We also
continued our successful Summer micro-
placements programme, supporting
undergraduate students in gaining their first
valuable work experience.



Since starting my degree, I’ve taken full advantage of all
opportunities on offer. For the past three years, I’ve
volunteered as a Student Advisor in the Law Clinic, helping
to provide free legal advice to members of the public. This
role has been hugely rewarding, not only for the clients we
help, but also for my own development. I’ve learned how to
conduct client interviews, analyse legal issues and
communicate advice clearly and professionally. 
I’ve also taken part in the Trial Advocacy course, where I’ve
honed my public speaking skills, as well as the “You Be the
Judge” activity where I acted as a Magistrate, deciding the
outcome in mock cases. These experiences deepened my
understanding of courtroom procedure and challenged me
to think critically and fairly. Both activities took place in our
replica Crown court room – and it was certainly fascinating
getting to sit on both sides of the bench! 
All these experiences have enhanced my legal knowledge,
confidence and commitment to a career in law. They have
taught me the importance of preparation, empathy and clear
communication – skills which I will carry forward with me
into my future legal career.

SPOTLIGHT ON OUR
STUDENTS

E m m a  H a r d y

M i r e l a  T u t a
My time at UH has undoubtedly shaped who I am today. 
During my undergraduate studies, I was given numerous
opportunities to develop both personally and
professionally. My experiences include volunteering with the
Law Clinic, participating in advocacy work, and assisting
with various educational outreach projects and events, like
School Tasking; the Festival of Ideas; and the Bishop
Hatfield advocacy demonstrations.
As someone who immigrated to the UK ten years ago, I have
been deeply impressed by the University’s commitment to
support student diversity - encouraging growth and learning,
regardless of their background, or abilities. The university
fosters a fair and supportive environment, encouraging both
academic achievement and self-confidence. This supportive
atmosphere enabled me to achieve a first-class law degree,
even though I doubted my abilities during my first year.

O u r  s t u d e n t  v o l u n t e e r s  c o n t i n u e  t o  b e  a t  t h e  h e a r t  o f  t h e  L a w  C l i n i c
a n d  o u r  re l a t e d  p ro j e c t s .  T h e y  a re  a l l  u n i q u e,  b u t  t o g e t h e r,  t h e y  w o r k
h a rd  t o  b r i n g  a n  a m a z i n g  b l e n d  o f  d e d i c a t i o n  a n d  e n e rg y  t h ro u g h o u t  t h e
y e a r.

We  a re  p ro u d  t o  re c o g n i s e  t h e i r  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  a n d  w h i l s t  w e  c a n n o t
s h o w c a s e  a l l  o f  t h e m  i n  e a c h  re p o r t ,  h e re  a re  j u s t  a  f e w  o f  t h e i r  s t o r i e s
t o  h i g h l i g h t  t h e  re a l  d i f f e re n c e s  t h e i r  i n v o l v e m e n t  t h i s  y e a r  h a s  m a d e.
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I was really concerned about familiarising myself with the
laws and judicial system of the UK when I enrolled as an
international student on the LLM Masters in Law programme
at UH. 
I was really anxious at first, but we were introduced to the
Law Clinic and its pro bono activities at the start of the first
year, whereby we had the opportunity to shadow a solicitor
and learn how to write an advice letter. We did a lot of
practical training, which helped me to not only carry out my
clinic duties efficiently but also advance my understanding
of UK legislation. We also had the opportunity to help
support other projects, like the Herts Duty Solicitor scheme
and Support at Court. I had the opportunity to attend the
local family courts for FHDRA hearings (in Children cases) as
part of these projects, where I was able to assist litigants in
person with their court cases. This may be the most
effective approach to introduce a student to the court and
the judicial system.

My time at the Law Clinic has been a truly formative experience.
Working as both a clinic assistant and a student advisor gave me the
chance to engage directly with real life clients, and to apply the legal
knowledge I had gained in a practical setting. Speaking to clients,
taking instructions, and helping them navigate their legal issues
sharpened my communication skills and gave me confidence in
handling responsibility. It also showed me the importance of
empathy, professionalism, and clarity when providing legal advice.
This experience has been invaluable in shaping my path toward the
solicitor route. I am currently awaiting my SQE results and preparing
to take the next stage of assessments. In the meantime, I am actively
applying for legal roles, and I am grateful that the skills and
experience gained through the Law Clinic have already strengthened
my CV and opened doors. I have begun receiving promising offers in
legal areas, which I believe will help me progress further in the
profession. Overall, my time at UH and the Law Clinic has given me
both the confidence and the foundation to pursue my future career
as a solicitor.

 

M a b e l  E j e h

C h i n t a n k u m a r  P a r m a r
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T h e  d e d i c a t i o n  a n d  e m p a t h y  s h o w n  a t  t h e  L a w
C l i n i c  t r u l y  h e l p e d  m e  f e e l  u n d e r s t o o d  d u r i n g  a
c h a l l e n g i n g  t i m e ;  t h e  c o m m i t m e n t  t o  p ro v i d i n g
a c c e s s i b l e  l e g a l  s u p p o r t  i s  c o m m e n d a b l e.

Client feedback



OUR EXTERNAL
SUPERVISORS & PARTNERS

Here is an introduction to one of our latest recruits...
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J o e  C o l l e y
M a c h i n s  S o l i c i t o r s  L L P  

O u r  e x t e r n a l  s o l i c i t o r s  h a v e  b e e n  a n  e s s e n t i a l  p a r t  o f  t h e
L a w  C l i n i c ’s  s u c c e s s  t h i s  y e a r,  b r i n g i n g  n o t  o n l y  t h e i r  l e g a l
e x p e r t i s e  b u t  a l s o  c o m p a s s i o n  a n d  c o m m i t m e n t  t o  e v e r y
c a s e.

We  a re  p ro u d  t o  w o r k  w i t h  s u c h  d e d i c a t e d  p ro f e s s i o n a l s  a n d
a re  d e e p l y  t h a n k f u l  f o r  t h e i r  h e l p  i n  m a k i n g  a  d i f f e re n c e  i n
p e o p l e ’s  l i v e s  e v e r y  d a y.

I am an associate solicitor at Machins, specialising in all
areas of private family law.
I began my legal career with a background in corporate
law and criminal defence, and my original ambition was to
practice at the criminal bar. However, with changes to
legal aid, I reconsidered that path, but still could not
decide whether to pursue a career at the Bar or to
practice as a solicitor. I then joined Machins in the private
family team and discovered my true passion for this area
of law and a happy compromise away from the bar. 

Throughout my career as a family lawyer, I’ve had the opportunity to work on a wide
variety of cases, ranging from ultra-high-net-worth financial disputes to High Court child
arrangement matters. What I find most rewarding is being able to serve as both a
solicitor and an advocate, handling most of my own hearings. This allows me to combine
my love for advocacy in the court room with a consistent and personal approach for my
clients. I am currently undertaking my higher rights of audience to become a solicitor
advocate. 
Machins has been involved with the Law Clinic for the past year, an initiative that I,
along with my team, have greatly valued. The clinic not only helps clients in their time of
need but also gives students the invaluable chance to gain practical, hands-on
experience —something that is increasingly rare in today’s legal environment. 
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A HUGE shout out to ALL our external supervisors - without you we could
not run the law clinic, and a SPECIAL mention to Richard Gilbert (Spencer
West) and Alicia Instone (Cleveland Scott York) who have been working
with us since we opened back in 2019!



We marked this significant milestone for Hertfordshire Law Clinic with a celebratory event at the
University in October 2024, where all attendees received a commemorative fifth anniversary pin. 
We were especially delighted that our patron, Professor Grace Ononiwu CBE, was able to join
us remotely to formally open the occasion and express gratitude to the many supporters who
have contributed to the Clinic’s success.
The event brought together a diverse group of guests, including the High Sheriff, our School
Dean Professor Penny Carey, Clinic founder Diana Kirsch, external supervisors, alumni Student
Advisors, and even our very first client. In their remarks, Professor Carey and Amanda reflected
on the Clinic’s remarkable achievements over the past five years and outlined exciting plans for
the future—ensuring that experiential learning and employability remain at the heart of all our
teaching.

5TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION
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High Sher i f f ’s  Annual  Lecture

P r o f e s s o r  C a r e y ,  M u r r a y  R o s e n  K C  &  A n n i e  B r e w s t e r

I  w a s  l i s t e n e d  t o  a n d  I  w a s  a s k e d
a  n u m b e r  o f  g o o d  q u e s t i o n s ,
w h i c h  c o n f i r m e d  t o  m e  a  d e e p
l e v e l  o f  l i s t e n i n g .

Client feedback

This year’s High Sheriff, Annie Brewster, welcomed Murray Rosen KC to
the campus to deliver her annual lecture on his specialist subject of sports
regulation. The event provided an opportunity for staff, students, and
distinguished guests to engage in a thought-provoking discussion and to
strengthen professional networks. Following the address, Annie presented
her annual Community Contrbution Awards, honouring law students who
have made significant contributions to local charities and to the
University’s pro bono initiatives.



AWARDS & EVENTS
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T h i s  y e a r  s t u d e n t s  a n d  s t a f f ,  i n c l u d i n g
o u r  D e a n  P r o f e s s o r  C a r e y  a n d   D e p u t y
V i c e  C h a n c e l l o r ,  P r o f e s s o r  M a i r i
W a t s o n ,  a t t e n d e d  t h e  H o u s e  o f  L o r d s
f o r  t h e  f i n a l  o f  t h e  L a w W o r k s  &
A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l  S t u d e n t  P r o  B o n o
A w a r d s .  C h i n t a n k u m a r  P a r m a r  ( a
M a s t e r s  i n  L a w  s t u d e n t )  w a s  s h o r t l i s t e d
f o r  t h e  ​B e s t  C o n t r i b u t i o n  b y  a n
I n d i v i d u a l  S t u d e n t  a n d  w e  w e r e  t h e n
H i g h l y  C o m m e n d e d  f o r  o u r  P a r o l e  C l i n i c
a t  H M P  T h e  M o u n t  a s  t h e  B e s t  N e w  P r o
B o n o  A c t i v i t y .  F u l l  d e t a i l s  o f  t h i s  p r o j e c t
a r e  o n  P a g e  1 3 .

High Sher i f f ’s
Community
Contr ibut ion Awards

A t  h e r  A n n u a l  L e c t u r e  h e l d  o n  c a m p u s
i n  t h e  W e s t o n  A u d i t o r i u m  H i g h  S h e r i f f
A n n i e  B r e w s t e r  g a v e  o u t  t h e  f o l l o w i n g
a w a r d s  t o  o u r  s t u d e n t s ,  r e c o g n i s i n g
a n d  c e l e b r a t i n g  t h e  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t h a t
H e r t f o r d s h i r e  L a w  S c h o o l  s t u d e n t s
m a k e  t o  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  i n
H e r t f o r d s h i r e : -
: -
W i n n e r  -  H u m e i r a  D a d a b h a i
R u n n e r s - u p  -  A h a d  M u s t a f a  &  K a r e n
J e n k i n s
H i g h l y  C o m m e n d e d  -  J e k a t e r i n a
B o d n a r c h u k  
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L a w  S c h o o l  s t u d e n t s  a n d  s t a f f  o n c e  a g a i n
s u p p o r t e d  t h e  L o n d o n  L e g a l  S u p p o r t  T r u s t ’ s
c h a r i t y  w a l k  i n  J u n e .  T h e y  j o i n e d  1 9 , 0 0 0  w a l k e r s
e n j o y i n g  t h e  s i t e s  o f  c e n t r a l  L o n d o n  a n d  s u n s h i n e
w h i l s t  r a i s i n g  m o n i e s  f o r  p r o  b o n o  a d v i c e  c h a r i t i e s .  

A  g r o u p  o f  s t u d e n t s  f r o m  o u r  L L M  M a s t e r s  i n  L a w  w i t h  W o r k  E x p e r i e n c e
p r o g r a m m e  r e c e i v e d  a  B r o n z e  A w a r d  f o r  t h e i r  f u n d r a i s i n g  s k i l l s  i n  t h e  L a w
S c h o o l  C h a l l e n g e .  T h i s  w a s  a  r e m a r k a b l e  a c h i e v e m e n t  g i v e n  m o s t  o f  t h e
t e a m  w e r e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s t u d e n t s  w h o  d i d  n o t  h a v e  l o c a l  f r i e n d s  a n d  f a m i l y
t o  s u p p o r t  t h e m .  T h e y  r a i s e d  £ 5 7 5  f o r  s o c i a l  j u s t i c e  c h a r i t i e s  L a w W o r k s  a n d
A d v o c a t e .  S p e c i a l  t h a n k s  g o e s  t o  t h e i r  M o d u l e  L e a d e r  E r i c  S h a h z a r  f o r
s u p p o r t i n g  t h e m  t h r o u g h o u t .  W e l l  d o n e  t o  t h e  s t u d e n t  t e a m  -  S a k s h i  J o s h i ;
S e h r i s h  A b b a s ;  W a h a b  S i d d i q u i ;  A l i  S a b e r ;  A h m a d  S a l m a n ;  H u m e i r a
D a d a b h a i ;  F a t i m a  S a q i b ;  S y e d  S h a h z a i b  K a z m i ;  C h i n t a n k u m a r  P a r m a r ;
A y e s h a h  G u l  R u k h ;  a n d  M u h a m m a d  A n n a s s  S e y a l .

L AW SCHOOL FUNDRAISING

Ve r y  f r i e n d l y  a n d  a p p ro a c h a b l e

Client feedback



Family

Employment

Property Housing

IP/Commercial

Personal Injury

Contested Probate

STATISTICS FOR
THE YEAR
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200
c l i e n t s  w e  h a v e  p ro v i d e d
f re e  l e g a l  a d v i c e  t o

86
s t u d e n t s  w o r k i n g  i n
t h e  c l i n i c  -  b o t h
o n l i n e  a n d  a t  o u r
J u s t i c e  B u s  e v e n t s

Support at Court
24.2%

Streetlaw
20.2%

Shelter Court Runner
14.1% ELiPs

10.1%

Policy/Research Clinic
10.1%

Schooltasking
10.1%

HAWA
7.1%

99
s t u d e n t s  w o r k i n g  o n
o t h e r  Re a l  Wo r l d
L e a r n i n g  p ro j e c t s



PAROLE CLINIC -  
HMP THE MOUNT

Lecturer Zaherah Saghir has forged a strong relationship with our local prison HMP The Mount
(located in Hemel Hempstead) to offer a new and unique experiential learning opportunity for
students in a prison setting. 

The innovative project was designed in collaboration with local, specialist solicitor Harjit
Channa of Wells Burcombe and has students creating and delivering parole workshops in the
prison. The students come away with knowledge in an important area of criminal law, and
improved practical skills including research and presentation. 

The project delivered the Parole workshops twice over its first year, with a waiting list of
prisoners showing its popularity and need. Due to the setting of this project, we were not able
to take photographs of the workshops. However, we received feedback from all those involved.  
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Pr i s o n e r s  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e y  f e l t  b e t t e r  e q u i p p e d
a n d  b e t t e r  u n d e r s t o o d  t h e  p a ro l e  p ro c e s s  a s  a
re s u l t  o f  t h e  w o r k s h o p s .

S t u d e n t s  c o n f i r m e d  t h a t  t h e  p ro j e c t  g a v e  t h e m  a n
“ i n v a l u a b l e  i n s i g h t  i n t o  t h e  p a ro l e  p ro c e s s  a n d
t h e  re a l i t i e s  o f  t h e  p r i s o n  s y s t e m”  a n d  w a s  “a
v a l u a b l e  a n d  e y e - o p e n i n g  e x p e r i e n c e,  p ro v i d i n g  a
u n i q u e  i n s i g h t  i n t o  t h e  c o m p l e x i t i e s  o f  t h e  p a ro l e
p ro c e s s ”.

H a r j i t  a d d e d  “ I t  i s  a l s o  a  g re a t  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r
o p e n  c o n v e r s a t i o n s ”,  a l l o w i n g  “a t t e n d e e s  t o  l e a r n
f ro m  o n e  a n o t h e r."

C l e a r  a d v i c e  g i v e n  f o l l o w e d  
b y  n o t e s  w r i t t e n  u p  f o r
re f e re n c e  o f  a d v i c e  g i v e n

Client feedback



M a h f u z a  S u l t a n a ,  o u r  C l i n i c  C o - O r d i n a t o r ,  s u p e r v i s e d  t h e  p r o j e c t  a n d  h a d  t h e  i n s p i r e d
i d e a  t o  u s e  Y e a r  6  p u p i l s  f r o m  D e n b i g h  P r i m a r y  S c h o o l  i n  L u t o n  ( w h e r e  s h e  a t t e n d e d )  a s
t h e  S c h o o l  T a s k i n g  j u d g e s .
T h e  c o m p e t i t i o n  t o  b e  o n  t h e  j u d g i n g  p a n e l  w a s  f i e r c e ,  a n d  h e r e  w a s  o n e  ( s u c c e s s f u l )  e n t r y
f r o m  a  Y e a r  6  p u p i l : -  

“ T a k i n g  o n  t h e  r o l e  o f  a  T a s k m a s t e r  j u d g e  r e q u i r e s  a  s h a r p  e y e  f o r  d e t a i l ,  s t r o n g
l e a d e r s h i p  a n d  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  e v a l u a t e  p e r f o r m a n c e  o b j e c t i v e l y .  I t ’ s  n o t  j u s t  a b o u t
c h o o s i n g  w i n n e r s ,  b u t  a b o u t  r e c o g n i s i n g  c r e a t i v i t y ,  e f f o r t  a n d  i n n o v a t e  p r o b l e m - s o l v i n g .
A  j u d g e  m u s t  p r o v i d e  t h o u g h t f u l  f e e d b a c k ,  g u i d i n g  p a r t i c i p a n t s  t o  p u s h  t h e i r  l i m i t s  a n d
w o r k  c o l l a b o r a t i v e l y .  T h i s  p o s i t i o n  d e m a n d s  s t r a t e g i c  t h i n k i n g ,  q u i c k  d e c i s i o n  m a k i n g
a n d  f o s t e r i n g  a n  e n v i r o n m e n t  w h e r e  b o t h  i n d i v i d u a l  a n d  t e a m  a c h i e v e m e n t s  a r e
c e l e b r a t e d . ”   

SCHOOL TASKING

GREEN CRIMES 

““I’ve thoroughly enjoyed this co-curricular and
would highly recommend it to other students. The
topics are relevant to every day life and opened my
eyes to a lot of legal issues occurring every day in
the environment sector. These sessions have
inspired me to look into environmental law as a
possible career path.”

“ V e r y  u s e f u l  c o  c u r r i c u l a r .  A s  I  s t u d i e d  S o c i o l o g y  a t  A -
l e v e l ,  m o s t  t o p i c s  w e r e  q u i t e  f a m i l i a r  a s  I  c o v e r e d  g r e e n
c r i m e  a s  a  t o p i c  a n d  i t  e n h a n c e d  m y  u n d e r s t a n d i n g .  T h i s
c o  c u r r i c u l a r  w i l l  b e  u s e f u l  t o  d e m o n s t r a t e  m y
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  c u r r e n t  a f f a i r s  a n d  w h a t  i s  c u r r e n t l y
h a p p e n i n g  w i t h  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t . ”
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This exciting activity introduced students to 'crimes against nature', exploring
the core concepts of green criminology, the interplay between criminology
and environmental law, and the emerging critical perspectives on ecological
justice. Dr Nicola Coleman (one of our criminology lecturers) devised the
project to cover a variety of interactive and practical skill-based activities,
including working collaboratively to create an informative booklet: Planet in
Peril; research into theoretical perspectives and legal frameworks; reviewing
real world examples of corporate environmental crime;  analysing the
challenges in addressing wildlife crimes, both locally and globally; and
exploring the quest for ecological justice. 

This year the UH Widening Access & Student Success team
kindly funded this project to allow students to teach local Year
5 primary school pupils about Law and Higher Education,
through the fun and games of TaskMaster - the hit Channel 4
programme.



JUSTICE BUS AT WORK 

In November 2022 I was put in touch with Hertfordshire Law Clinic, thanks to our Village Halls
and Community Buildings Consortium. I was asked to provide photos or plans of the proposed
works and a copy of the title register and plan from HM Land Registry. My interview on Zoom
with two Student Advisors took place a week later and lasted about an hour. In a relaxed
atmosphere, I was invited to outline the project, identify the Trustees’ concerns and answer
the students’ questions. 
A fortnight later, after it had been checked by a supervising solicitor, I received the letter of
advice from the Student Advisers. This summarised the facts, identified my concerns, and
clarified the position of the Village Hall, as occupiers and owners of the land. The advice
confirmed that an appropriate way forward would be to have a formal agreement between
the three parties involved – ensuring that it was expressly stated who would be responsible
for the planned works, and for further costs, including maintenance and insurance. It  also
emphasised the importance of complying with Dacorum Borough Council’s Planning
Assessment, which the clinic had considered even though a copy was received only the day
before the clinic interview.
With this advice, I felt more confident that the Trustees’ concerns could be addressed and the
project could proceed. It took a while to organise the drafting of the Memorandum of
Agreement, but this was signed in July 2024 and construction of the ramp was completed in
early September 2004.
Jane Lutman
Chair, Flamstead Village Hall Management Committee
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The Law Clinic and Justice Bus have been able to
partner with local charities and support groups
this year including the Hertfordshire Village Halls
and Community Buildings Consortium, the
Trussell Fund’s food banks, and Citizens Advice.
This allows our students to gain a wide range of
experiential learning and at the same time
provide advice and signposting to vulnerable
clients; help save and improve local community
spaces; and broaden our impact. 
Here are a couple of examples:-

T h e  a d v i c e  w a s  t h o ro u g h l y
e x p l a i n e d  i n  d e t a i l  s o  t h a t  I
u n d e r s t o o d  i t ,  w h i c h  w a s  m u c h
a p p re c i a t e d  . . .

Client feedback

F L A MS T E A D  C A S E  S T U D Y

L a w  C l i n i c  S t u d e n t  A d v i s o r s  V a r e n y a  a n d  Z i y a
v o l u n t e e r e d  t o  g a v e  a  p r e s e n t a t i o n  t o  H e r t s m e r e
C i t i z e n s  A d v i c e  a t  i t s  A G M .  T h e y  w e r e  a b l e  t o
e x p l a i n  a l l  t h e  p r o  b o n o  h e l p  H e r t f o r d s h i r e  L a w
S c h o o l  c o u l d  o f f e r  t o  t h e i r  s t a f f ,  v o l u n t e e r s  a n d
g u e s t s .  i t  w a s  a  g r e a t  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  t h e m  t o
s h o w c a s e  t h e i r  c o n f i d e n c e  a n d  p r o f e s s i o n a l i s m .

S u p p o r t i n g  H e r t s me r e  C i t i z e n s  A d v i c e



DEANS AWARD 2025
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Professor Penny Carey, Dean of the School of Law and Education, hosts the School’s Awards event at
the university each year: 

“I believe it is important to recognise and celebrate the achievements of our entire School community
— both students and staff. This occasion provides us with an opportunity to reflect on the past
academic year and to acknowledge the wide range of contributions that enrich our students’ learning
experience. This year’s ceremony, held on 23 May, was made especially memorable by the presence of
Professor Grace Ononiwu, patron of our Law Clinic, who joined me in presenting the awards. Among
these were her prestigious Rising Star Awards which honour exceptional law and criminology
students. It is a point of pride that many past recipients have since gone on to achieve remarkable
success."



S U P P O R T I N G
T H E  R O U T E  T O
S U C C E S S
This academic year saw the launch of our new LLM
Solicitors’ Practice course - a one year
postgraduate programme designed to give students
a Masters in Law alongside the preparation needed
to take the Solicitors Qualifying Examination. 
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A  f u n d a m e n t a l  p a r t  o f  t h e  c o u r s e  i s  g a i n i n g
s o m e  o f  t h e  Q u a l i f y i n g  W o r k  E x p e r i e n c e
n e e d e d  t o  b e c o m e  a  s o l i c i t o r ,  t h r o u g h  t a k i n g
p a r t  i n  o u r  R e a l  W o r l d  L e a r n i n g  p r o j e c t s .

S t u d e n t s  a n d  S t a f f  f r o m  t h e  p r o g r a m m e  s h a r e d
t h e i r  e x p e r i e n c e s  o f  t h i s  n e w  r o u t e  t o
q u a l i f i c a t i o n  t h r o u g h  a  h y b r i d  t r a i n i n g  s e s s i o n
g i v e n  t o  H e r t s  L a w  S o c i e t y  w h o  w e  w o r k  c l o s e l y
w i t h .

L L M  S o l i c i t o r s ’  P r a c t i c e  P r o g r a m m e  L e a d
S h a r m i l a  O ’ R e i l l y  a l s o  a t t e n d e d  t h e  H e r t s  L a w
S o c i e t y  A n n u a l  D i n n e r  i n  J u n e  w i t h  C a r o l y n
M a r s h  f r o m  o u r  B a r  P r o g r a m m e  a n d  L a w  S t u d e n t
T i a  P a v e t t ,  w h o  w a s  p r e s e n t e d  t h e  a w a r d  f o r
e x c e l l e n t  L e v e l  5  p e r f o r m a n c e  i n  h e r  l a w  d e g r e e .   

T h e  e v e n t  e v e n  g o t  a  m e n t i o n  i n  t h e  W e l w y n  &  H a t f i e l d  T i m e s ,  w i t h  M a s s i m o
T r e b a r ,  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  H e r t f o r d s h i r e  L a w  S o c i e t y  q u o t e d  a s :  " I t ’ s  a  v e r y
i m p r e s s i v e  c o u r s e  a n d  I  a m  p l e a s e d  t o  s e e  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  c r i m i n a l  a d v o c a c y
i n c l u d e d  i n  i t . "

N a t i o n a l  L a w  S o c i e t y  Pre s i d e n t ,  R i c h a rd  A t k i n s o n
p re s e n t i n g  t h e  a w a rd  t o  o u r  s t u d e n t  T i a

S h a r m i l a  &  C a ro l y n  re p re s e n t i n g  t h e  L a w  S c h o o l

S t u d e n t s  &  S t a f f  f r o m  L L M  S o l i c i t o r s ’  P r a c t i c e



ALUMNI  ACHIEVEMENTS
We thought it would be great to find out what our amazing
alumni students from the Law Clinic are doing since finishing
their studies.
Here are just a few we have tracked down ...
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Adeyemi  Ogunkoya

Tra inee  So l i c i tor  a t

Browne  Jacobson

Amy Tapping
So l i c i tor  a t  Crane  &Stap lesD a n i e l l a  G r e g o r y

S o l i c i t o r  a t  I r w i n  M i t c h e l l

Stephy  Rai

Tra inee  So l i c i tor  a t

Raydens

Brittaney  GleedSo l i c i tor  a t  DebenhamsOttaway
G e m m a  C o z e n s

T r a i n e e  S o l i c i t o r  a t  F u l l e r s
F a m i l y  L a w

Ju l ide  Hasan

Tra inee  so l i c i tor  a t

Druces  LLP
AshleyNkmemakolam

Tra inee  So l i c i tor  a t
Raydens

S i d d i k a  I s l a m
T r a i n e e  s o l i c i t o r  a t  N e v e s  S o l i c i t o r s .

A l e x a n d e r  D a v i d
C a n a d i a n  l a w y e r  a t  D e u t s c h m a n n  L a w

Char lotte  Godwin

So l i c i tor  a t  R ingrose  Law

Aedan Courtney

Tra inee  So l i c i tor  a t

Mach ins

A n n a  L a m p a r d
B a r r i s t e r  a t  N e x u s  c h a m b e r s



WHAT’S  NEXT?
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H e r t f o r d s h i r e  D u t y  S o l i c i t o r  S c h e m e

A l u m n i  A c h i e v e m e n t s  
W e  w o u l d  l i k e  t h e  c h a n c e  t o  c e l e b r a t e  t h e  s u c c e s s e s  o f  a l l  o u r  a l u m n i  i n  f u t u r e
e d i t i o n s  o f  t h e  A n n u a l  R e p o r t .  I f  y o u  a r e  ( o r  k n o w  o f )  a  U H  L a w  S c h o o l  g r a d u a t e
w h o  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  f e a t u r e  i n  t h e  2 0 2 5 / 2 6  e d i t i o n ,  p l e a s e  c o n t a c t  A m a n d a  o n
a . t h u r s t o n @ h e r t s . a c . u k

T h e  s t a f f  a n d  s t u d e n t s  w e r e
e x t r e m e l y  h e l p f u l  a n d
f r i e n d l y .  T h e y  a n s w e r e d  a l l  o f
m y  q u e s t i o n s  a n d  g a v e  m e
s o m e  e x c e l l e n t  a d v i c e

Client feedback

C l e a r ,  c o m p r e h e n s i v e
a n d  t o  t h e  p o i n t

Client feedback

A p p r o x i m a t e l y  a  y e a r  a g o ,  H e r t f o r d s h i r e  L a w  C l i n i c  w a s  i n v i t e d  b y  t h e  H e r t s
F a m i l y  J u s t i c e  B o a r d  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a  D u t y  S o l i c i t o r  S c h e m e  i n
t h e  H e r t f o r d s h i r e  f a m i l y  c o u r t s ,  a i m e d  a t  p r o v i d i n g  f r e e ,  o n - t h e - s p o t  l e g a l  a d v i c e
t o  p a r e n t s  w i t h o u t  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n .  
T h e  p a r t n e r s h i p  h a s  a l r e a d y  p r o v e d  h i g h l y  e f f e c t i v e ,  w i t h  s t u d e n t s  o p e r a t i n g  t h e
D u t y  S o l i c i t o r  d e s k  a t  t h e  W a t f o r d  a n d  H e r t f o r d  c o u r t s  o n  d a y s  w h e n  t h e  f i r s t
h e a r i n g  i n  c h i l d r e n  c a s e s  ( F H D R A s )  a r e  s c h e d u l e d .  S t u d e n t s  m e e t  a n d  t r i a g e
c l i e n t s ,  a f t e r  w h i c h  t h e  D u t y  S o l i c i t o r  c a n  j o i n  v i a  v i d e o  l i n k  t o  p r o v i d e  t a i l o r e d
l e g a l  a d v i c e .  
T h i s  m o d e l  e n a b l e s  s o l i c i t o r s  t o  c o n t i n u e  w i t h  t h e i r  f e e - e a r n i n g  w o r k  a l o n g s i d e
t h i s  p r o  b o n o  s e r v i c e ,  e n c o u r a g i n g  a  w i d e r  n u m b e r  o f  f i r m s  t o  a l l o w  t h e i r  F a m i l y
L a w  t e a m s  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e .
F u l l  d e t a i l s  o f  t h e  p r o j e c t  w i l l  f o l l o w  i n  o u r  n e x t  r e p o r t .

H o t  o f f  t h e  P r e s s  
J u s t  b e f o r e  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  t h i s  y e a r ’ s  r e p o r t  U H
a n n o u n c e d  t h e  w o n d e r f u l  n e w s  t h a t  o u r  L a w  C l i n i c
p a t r o n ,  l o n g  t i m e  s u p p o r t e r ,  a n d  a l u m n a  P r o f e s s o r  G r a c e
O n o n i w u  C B E  w i l l  b e c o m e  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y ’ s  C h a n c e l l o r  -
f r o m  1  O c t o b e r  2 0 2 5 .s t

W e  w i l l  d o  a  s p e c i a l  f e a t u r e  o n  G r a c e ’ s  a m a z i n g  j o u r n e y
i n  o u r  n e x t  e d i t i o n .



H e r t f o r d s h i r e  L a w  C l i n i c
L a w  C o u r t  B u i l d i n g
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  H e r t f o r d s h i r e
H a t f i e l d ,  U K
A L 1 0  9 E U

p r o b o n o @ h e r t s . a c . u k
+ 4 4  ( 0 ) 1 7 0 7  2 8 4 1 1 5
h e r t s . a c . u k  

H e r t f o r d s h i r e  L a w  C l i n i c  
@ h e r t s l a w c l i n i c


